Taxes for Short Term Rentals of Real Property.

Occupancy Tax— Every operator of a business or any individual
furnishing a taxable accommodation on New Hanover County is
subject to charging a 6% (six percent) Room Occupancy Tax in
accordance with North Carolina General Statue 153A-155 and 160A-
215. Short term rentals are: rentals less than 90 days in a hotel, motel,
beach house, condo, corporate apartment or other such short term rental.
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Tax on Short-Term Vehicle Rentals

A tax is imposed and levied in an amount equal to one and five tenth
percent (1.5%) of the gross receipts derived from the short-term lease
or rental of vehicles at retail to the general public for businesses lo-
cated in New Hanover County and an additional one and five tenths
percent (1.5%) of the gross receipts if the business is located with the
city limits of the City of Wilmington.

A short—term lease or rental shall mean any lease or rental of a vehi-
cle that is not a long-term (365 continuous days) lease or rental.

Vehicle shall mean: motor vehicle of the private passenger type,
cargo type, trailer or semi-trailer with a gross vehicle weight of 6000
pounds or less.

Tax on Heavy Equipment

A tax is imposed and levied in an amount equal to one and two tenths
percent (1.2%) of the gross receipts derived from the short-term lease
or rental of heavy equipment at retail for businesses located in New
Hanover County and an additional eight tenths percent (.8%) if the
business is also located inside the City limits of Wilmington.

Heavy Equipment is defined as earthmoving, construction or indus-
trial equipment this is mobile, weights at least 1500 pounds and
meets any of the descriptions listed below: The term includes an
attachment for heavy equipment, regardless of the weight of the at-
tachment.

A. ltis a self-propelled vehicle that is not designed to be
driven on a highway.

B. Itis industrial lift equipment, industrial material handling
equipment, industrial electrical generation equipment.

Privilege License

According to North Carolina General Statue 153a-152—
Privilege License Taxes—Authority is given to Counties to levy
privilege license taxes on trades, occupations, professions, busi-
nesses and franchises to the extent authorized by Article 2 of
Chapter 105 of the General Statue and any other acts of the
General Assembly.

Telephone Number & Address
New Hanover County Business License

230 Government Center Drive, Suite 190
Wilmington, NC 28403

(910) 798-7300

Call or write for privilege license application or
Room Occupancy Tax account number.
More information at www.nhcgov.com
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The Mission Statement of New Hanover County

In partnership with our citizens, the government of New Hanover
County is dedicated to promoting orderly growth, while preserving the
outstanding quality of life, which has made our County a desirable
place to live and work.

The government of New Hanover County will provide the necessary
services to protect the health, safety, welfare, cultural resources and
environment of citizens and business consistent with the community’s
values, priorities, and fiscal capacity.




RESOURCES FOR
SMALL BUSINESSES

New Hanover County Register of Deeds
216 N. 2nd Street - 910-798-4530

New Hanover County Business Personal Property
Listing —Tax Department
230 Government Center Drive - 910-798-7300

North Carolina Department of Revenue - Sales Tax
33 Jaeckle Drive - 910-254-5000

City of Wilmington—Business License
305 Chestnut Street - 910-342-2742

Town of Carolina Beach
1121 N. Lake Park Blvd. - 910-458-2999

Town of Kure Beach
117 Settlers Lane - 910-452-8216

Town of Wrightsville Beach
321 Causeway Drive - 910-256-7900

SCORE-free small business advise
910-452-5395

Cape Fear Community College—Small Business

Center-free seminars for small business-910-362-4216

UNCW-Small Business and Technology Develop-

ment

WHO MUST HAVE A
BUSINESS LICENSE FROM
NEW HANOVER COUNTY?

Businesses:

Automotive: Service Stations, Wholesale Supply Dealers and
Automobile Dealers.

Automotive Items: Miscellaneous sales of retail items or com-
modities for use in an automobile.

Automotive Service and Repairs: Servicing, storing, painting,
repairing, welding or upholstering vehicles, trailers and semitrail-
ers.

Beer and Wine Sales - On and off premises—ABC permit must
be obtained prior to the privilege license.

Billiard & Pool Tables - Operating billiard or pool tables,
whether by slot (coin) or otherwise.

Bowling Alleys - Operating a bowling alley or alleys of like kind.

Check cashing - Engaging in the business of cashing checks,
drafts, or money orders for a fee.

Circuses and Animal Shows - Exhibiting performances, such as
a circus or dog show, or any other similar show, exhibition, or
performance.

Elevator sales & installation - Engaging in the business of sell-
ing or installing elevators.

Employment Agents - Engaging in the business of soliciting,
hiring, or contracting with laborers for employment. Engaging in
the business of securing employment for a person or persons and
charging a fee, commission, or other compensation.

Firearms and Weapons - Engaging in the business of selling or
offering for sale firearms, bowie knives, dirks, daggers, leaded
canes, iron or metallic knuckles, or similar weapons.

ALL BUSINESSES MUST LIST WITH THE NEW HANOVER
COUNTY TAX DEPARTMENT 910-798-7300

Itinerant Merchants - A merchant who transports an inventory of
goods to a building, vacant lot, or other location.

Loan Agency - Engaging in the regular business or making loans
or lending money.

Motorcycle Dealers - Engaging in the business of buying, selling,
distribution, or exchanging motorcycles, motorcycle supplies, or
any of such commodities.

Music machines or Video Machines - Operating, maintaining, or
placing on location any machine or machines that play records or
produce music or that plays electronic video games when a coin or
other thing of value is deposited in the machines..

Pawnbroker - Engaging in the business of pawnbroker.

Peddler - A person who travels from place to place with an inven-
tory of goods.

Protective Sprinkler Systems - Selling or installing fire automo-
tive fire sprinkler systems.

Skating Rinks or Swimming pools - Operating a bagatelle table;
merry-go-round or other riding devise; hobbyhorse; switchback
railway, shooting gallery; swimming pool; skating rink or other
amusement of like kind.

Specialty Market Operator - A person who rents space to others
for the purpose of selling goods at retail.

The penalty for failure to list and for under-
listing is significant and may apply to present
year plus five back years. It is far better to ask
if you are not certain.



